
REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL
TUESDAY, MARCH 21, 2017 6:00 P.M. 649

BE IT REMEMBERED that a Regular Meeting of the City Council of Jackson,
Mississippi, was convened at City Hall at 6:00 p.m. on March 21, 2017, being the third Tuesday
of said month, when and where the following things were had and done to wit:

~

Present:

Absent:

Council Members: Tyrone Hendrix, President, Ward 6; Margaret Barrett
Simon, Vice President, Ward 7; Ashby Foote, Ward I; Melvin Priester,
Jr., Ward 2; Kenneth Stokes, Ward 3; De'Keither Stamps, Ward 4 and
Charles Tillman, Ward 5. Directors: Jackie Anderson-Woods, Chief of
Staff; Kristi Moore, City Clerk; Angela Harris, Deputy City Clerk; Allice
Lattimore, Deputy City Clerk and James Anderson, Special Assistant to
the City Attorney.

None.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

,--

,--

The meeting was called to order by President Tyrone Hendrix.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *
The invocation was offered by Reverend F. L. Blount of Greater Tree of Life Baptist Church.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

President Hendrix introduced Jason Thomas, owner of Electric Dagger, who provided a brief
overview of his artwork.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The following individuals were introduced during the meeting:

• Dorothy Moore

• Marcia Weaver

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

President Hendrix requested that Agenda Items No. 75, 75 and 77 be moved up on the Agenda.
Hearing no objections, the following were presented:

President Hendrix recognized Council Member Stokes who PRESENTED A WARD
THREE AWARD OF APPRECIATION TO MRS. PECOLA COOPER. Accepting
the Award with appropriate remarks were Tamara Cooper and Jackie Anderson
Woods.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

President Hendrix recognized Council Member Foote who presented a
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
HONORING AND COMMENDING TROOP 1 OF THE ANDREW JACKSON
COUNCIL OF BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA FOR OVER 100 YEARS OF
SCOUTING. Accepting the Resolution with appropriate remarks was Wilson Carroll.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

President Hendrix recognized Council Member Stokes who presented a
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
HONORING AND COMMENDING THE BETTER MEN SOCIETY FOR
NURTURING STRONGER GENERATIONS OF BLACK MEN. Accepting the
Resolution with appropriate remarks were Jeffrey Harvey and Robert Davis.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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WHEREAS, the Jackson City Council seeks to correct the harm that was done to the
citizens of the City of Jackson by reopening the closed street and seeking remedies that are
available to the City by law.

IT IS, THEREFORE ORDERED that the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi hereby
authorizes the removal of the obstructions and the reopening of the city-owned street named for
golf-pro Walter "Dutch" Welch Drive.

Council Member Stokes moved adoption; Council Member Stamps seconded.

Yeas- Barrett-Simon, Foote, Hendrix, Priester, Stamps, Stokes and Tillman.
Nays- None.
Absent- None.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

DISCUSSION: POLICE DEPARTMENT (CAMERAS): President Hendrix
recognized Council Member Stokes who stated that his concerns had been addressed
during the discussion of Agenda Item No. 39.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

DISCUSSION: JATRAN UPDATE: President Hendrix recognized Council Member
Stokes who stated that his concerns had been addressed during the discussion of Agenda
Item No. 54.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

There came on for consideration Agenda Item No. 74:

PRESENTATION: WARD FOUR PRESENTATION TO COUNCILWOMAN
MARGARET BARRETT-SIMON: Said item would be held for a later date.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Council Member Stokes moved, seconded by Council Member Tillman to consider going into
Executive Session to discuss litigation regarding Agenda Item No. 67. The motion prevailed by
the following vote:

Yeas- Barrett-Simon, Foote, Hendrix, Priester, Stamps, Stokes and Tillman.
Nays- None.
Absent- None.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Council Member Stokes moved, seconded by President Hendrix to go into Executive Session
to discuss litigation. The motion prevailed by the following vote:

Yeas- Barrett-Simon, Foote, Hendrix, Priester, Stamps, Stokes and Tillman.
Nays- None.
Absent- None.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

President Hendrix announced to the public that the Council voted to go into Executive Session
to discuss litigation.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

President Hendrix moved and Council Member Foote seconded to come out of Executive
Session. The motion prevailed by the following vote:

Yeas- Foote, Hendrix, Priester and Tillman.
Nays- None.
Absent- Barrett-Simon, Stamps and Stokes.
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Note: Council Members Barrett-Simon, Stamps and Stokes left the meeting prior to coming
out of Executive Session.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *
President Hendrix announced to the public that the Council voted to come out of Executive
Session and action had been taken.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The following order was presented to Council in Executive Session for a vote:

ORDER AUTHORIZING THE RETENTION OF OUTSIDE COUNSEL FOR
THE CITY OF JACKSON IN THE LAWSUIT STYLED "STEPHANIE
COLEMAN VS. CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, ET AL., UNITED STATES
DISTRICT COURT FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF MISSISSIPPI, CIVIL
ACTION NO.: 3:17-cv-73 H'IW-LRA."

WHEREAS, the City of Jackson, Mississippi was named as a defendant in the lawsuit
styled "Stephanie Coleman vs. City of Jackson, et a!."; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor for the City of Jackson, Mississippi was also named as a
defendant, in his individual capacity, in the same afore-mentioned lawsuit; and

WHEREAS, the City Council and the Office of the City Attorney have determined that it
is in the best interest of the City of Jackson that outside counsel be retained to fully represent the
City of Jackson in the in the lawsuit styled "Stephanie Coleman vs. City of Jackson, et a!."; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi has determined that it is in the best
interest of the City of Jackson to defend this lawsuit by retaining the independent legal counsel

r- of Phelps Dunbar LLP; and

WHEREAS, the aforementioned attorneys are experienced with the subject matter
involved in this case and have agreed to perform services for the City at an hourly rate between
$145.00 and $365.00 per hour, based on the skill and experience of the assigned counsel for the
charge tasked.

IT IS, THEREFORE, ORDERED that the firm of Phelps Dunbar LLP is retained as the
independent legal counsel of the City of Jackson at an hourly rate between $145.00 and $365.00
per hour based upon the skill and experience of the assigned counsel for the charged task for the
purpose of defending the City of Jackson in the lawsuit styled "Stephanie Coleman vs. City of
Jackson, Mississippi, et a!."

IT FURTHER ORDERED that the attorney's fees and other expenses of litigation,
including but not limited to expert witness fees, court reporter fees, copying, faxes, and long
distance telephone calls shall not exceed $75.000.00 without further approval of the City Council
of Jackson, Mississippi.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that immediately upon passage of this order and
execution of a retainer agreement, the newly retained counsel is directed and authorized enter an
appearance in the afore-mentioned case on behalf of the City of Jackson, Mississippi,
substituting itself in the place of the present attorneys of record.

~ President Hendrix moved adoption; Council Member Priester seconded.

Yeas- Foote, Hendrix, Priester and Tillman.
Nays- None.
Absent- Barrett-Simon, Stamps and Stokes.
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Note: The City Clerk and City Attorney were not present during the discussion and vote of said
item. Votes were obtained by Council Member Priester.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

There being no further business to come before the City Council, it was unanimously voted to
adjourn until a Confirmation Hearing at 2:30 p.m. on April 3 2017; at 10:04 p.m., the Council
stood adjourned.

ATTEST:

~~
CITYCLERK

APPROVEDL: J \ \''71 \l~

~" 'W -&7 'DA Es:: . .

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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